
some possible
materials

Start by thinking of all the
wierd and wonderful fish. They

comes in a huge variety of
different shapes and sizes with

all kinds of patterns and
colours.

 
If you can, you could do some
research in books or online.

inspiration

did you
know?

Tuna fish can swim
at speeds of over
40 miles per hour!

tip

We are going to make a mobile with 
floating fish and other sea creatures.

Look around your home to find some things 
you could use...

 
FOR THE FISH

leaves, paper, carboard from packaging,
magazines

 
TO MAKE THEM 'FLOAT'

stick, chopstick, wooden spoon, thread, 
string, wool

 
FOR THE BACKGROUND

wrapping paper, an old piece of 
fabric, your window 

You can 
use anything 
you find that
works - be
creative 

with what 
you have!

MAKE 
FLOATING FISH
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reuse what
you can find



You can use basic shapes such as
circles, ovals and triangles to draw fish.

 
Once you have the outline drawing, you

can add colour 
and detail.

Make a mobile of flying
birds from card.

Use clay or play dough to
sculpt three dimensional

fish.

variations

Draw a fish

First collect your resources to make the 'fish'.
Find leaves of different shapes and sizes if

you can, or cut fish shapes from card or
paper. Aim to make each 'fish' between 5

and 10 cm in length.

2
Decorate your 'fish' using the materials you have

available. Cut them into interesting shapes. Pierce
holes for eyes. Use stickers or tape to make stripes
or dotty patterns. Add detail with paint or pens if

you have them.

Now tie the tops of the thread to your
stick to create a hanging artwork! 

The stick will be horizontal with 
the threads coming down, 

each with a fish at 
the bottom.

We will hang the fish from a stick
(or wooden spoon, or chopstick, or

something similar)

display

MAKE A 
FLOATING FISH

The artist Alexander
Calder was inspired by
animals and created
fantastic sculptures

and mobiles

Aim to create between 5 and 10 
'fish' in total.

create

1

3

if you could be any

animal, what

would you choose?

why?
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did you
know?

4Cut lengths of thread or string and tape
one to the back of each fish. The
threads can be different lengths.

5

background
Hang your fish mobile in

front of a window, or
create an underwater

background by drawing
on old wrapping paper

or a piece old blue
fabric.

You can find recipes salt
dough using only flour,
salt and water online.

tip


