
We are going to make a game board and 
counters for playing draughts.

Look around your home to find things 
you could use...

 
FOR THE BASE

cereal box, cardboard or old chopping board
 

TO CREATE THE SQUARES
paint, felt-pens, wrapping paper, magazines or

newspaper
 

FOR THE COUNTERS
lego pieces, coins, buttons, 

egg cartons, bottle tops
 or cardboard

tip
You can use

anything you find
that works - be

creative!

did you
know?

People have been
playing games like
these for at least

5000 years!

You might choose to give a theme 
to the game you create.

 
You could look at artists for inspiration. Use

colours or patterns from your favourite
artworks. For example, Dutch artist

Mondrian developed a style using grids and
primary colours which you could apply to

your board.

some possible
materials

MAKE A 
DRAUGHTS BOARD

reuse what
you can find

inspiration

Draughts

boards have

64 squares

altogether
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8 sqaures across
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tip Draughts boards are traditionally black
and white, but you can make yours any

combination of colours as long as you can
tell the two apart.

Piet MOndrian,

tableau I, 1921



You need 2 payers
 

The aim is to capture all your
opponents pieces or stop them being

able to move.
 

The game is played on the 'black'
squares only.

 
Start by placing all 12 of your counters

on the black squares in 
the first three rows on your side 

of the board.

Play

Pieces are moved diagonally, 
one square at a time towards your 

opponents side of the board.
 

To capture your opponents piece you must
hop over it diagonally into an empty 

square - if you are able to make a move to 
capture a piece, you must.

 
You may capture multiple pieces in a single

move if your piece lands on a square between
each one.

 
Captured pieces are removed from the board.

 
When a piece reaches the other side of the
board, it becomes a king and a captured

counter is placed on top of it. 
Kings can move backwards as 

well as forwards. 
 
 
 
 

rules

Invent your own game - you could come
up with a new game with new rules.
Choose a theme for your games and

create a board to play on...

Make chess pieces to use on your
game board. You could create these

from paper mache or slotted card

Use the checkered pattern as a
decoration - you could paint an

old tin can to create a pen
storage pot

variations

Start by making the base board, ideally 
you will use a piece of card 24cm by 24cm
(if you use a smaller board, you will need to

make your squares smaller).
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4

Use a ruler to mark out a grid of 3cm squares across the
whole board. This will give you a total of 64 squares 

(8 squares along the top, and 8 squares down the side).

MAKE A 
DRAUGHTS BOARD

Make the counters from your chosen material. You will
need 12 counters for each side and they should be

stackable. Normally there are 12 black counters and 12
white ones, but you can make them any colour you like,

by painting them or using tape or stickers.

Now fill the squares to create the grid. You can paint or
stick down paper to create the checker pattern.

create

1

3

What prize can you

think of for the

winner?
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did you
know?

The artist Rachel
Whiteread made a

chess set using
dolls house

furniture in 2005


